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ABSTRACT 
Paper furnishes the use of various assistive technologies by the visually challenged users of information 
sources. Responses have been sought from the visually impaired users through formal interview as to the 
extent of the use of the Learning Resource Centres and the extent of familiarity with the assistive technology. 
The study also focuses on the need for orientation programmes or the training programmes for effectively 
handling hardware and software packages made available to the user communities. The extent of training 
requirement is also depicted. 
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1. Introduction: 
The University of Mysore nurtured its library system with rich document collections since its 
establishment in 1916. More than one million volumes have been made available for its patrons through 26 
libraries including the main University Library and those belonging to its constituent colleges, institutions 
and post-graduate departments. University Library has set up Digital Information Resource Centre (DIRC) 
with 200 computers in the library for facilitating access to e-books, e-journals, e-theses, Institutional 
Repositories of national research institutions of high repute. 
According to Kenneth Jernigan "a person is blind to the extent that he must devise alternative 
techniques to do efficiently those things he would do with sight if he had normal vision". Visually Imp
-
aired 
refers to one who has experienced loss of vision to such an extent as to qualify for additional support 
requirement through a significant restriction of visual capability. Visual impairment is actually the effect of a 
functional loss of vision, before the eye disorder itself. Total blindness is the inability to distinguish light from 
dark, or the total inability to see. Visual impairment or low vision is a severe reduction in vision that can't be 
corrected with standard glasses or contact lenses and reduces a person's ability to function at certain or all 
tasks. 
The university has established Learning Resource Centre and also taken up University Grants 
Commission's UPE Holistic Project "Centre for Education of Visually Challenged — DRUSHTEE" to provide 
innovative teaching technique and philosophy that continues to have far-reaching effects on the lives of 
visually challenged students. Low vision or partially sighted students can now read for longer hours without 
tiredness. Some of the prominent hardware and software facilities, popularly called "Assistive Technology" 
ment for visually challenged students and faculty are explained in this paper. 
The major Library or Reading facilities for visually challenged students in Mysore are 
attached to the following institutions. 
1. University of Mysore, main Post-graduate Library 
2. Kuvempu Institute of Kannada Studies. 
3. College of Fine Arts.  
4. Helen A. Kellar Institute for Human Disabilities.  
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o a talking PC to enable the blind to operate computers independently including Internet access. 
6. Magic Large Print Keyboard: 
Magic Large Print Keyboards have been designed specifically for those with conditions that cause sual 
impairment or low vision. 
7. Zoom-Ex Instant Reader: 
Place the book under zoom-ex and press one keystroke, within 5 seconds, one can read the magnified text or listen 
to it reading for visually challenged. Zoom Twix is a twin function reading device for Near reading ofdocuments and 
distant viewing of blackboards/ whiteboards in classrooms or boardrooms. 
8 .  F e a t u r e s :  
In reading mode, it not only magnifies the text but also reads it out aloud instantly in a Clear Indian Voice and 
highlights each word as it is read. 
 Automatic Page Orientation 
 Make Large Print Books: You can print the entire magnified text and make large print 
books 
- Its Motion Sensor Technology provides high speed conversion of Text to Digital Format @ 
20 pages per minute. 
 Create Talking Books: Scanned books can be instantly converted into audio files 
 Allows reading of Tables and Financial Records 
9. Plex Talk DAISY Readers and Recorders:  
A pocket size DAISY Reader cum Recorder with full DAISY navigation features that converts text files, word 
documents and even voice recorder. 
10.  Angel Book Reader:  
This has 4.5 GB capacity. Electronic format of journal articles or books can be loaded to Angel Reader 
and it will read out for the blind. There is also provision to listen to FM Radio. Further, the portable equipment can be 
used to record classroom lectures and group discussions. 
11. Braille box high speed Braille Embosser v4: 
High speed single sheet fed Braille printer and the Braille Box is a milestone for production braille embossers. With 
this 900 pages can be printed in 60 Minutes. 
300 characters/second - fastest production embosser 
High capacity production - holding up to 400 cut sheet pages 
Automatic magazine format - hassle free book printing 
Noise canceling design 
5 X globally renowned design award winner 
Multi-lingual voice speech feedback 
High Resolution Tactile Graphics 
12. TOPAZ -XL HD Desktop Video Magnifier: 
TOPAZ desktop video magnifiers make seeing type, handwriting, and small details easier than 
ever before. Just place a letter or picture on the moveable reading table, and adjust the magnification level and display 
colours that best suit your eyesight. The document gets displayed in super large size on the 
Kalpataru Institute of Technology, Tiptur 255 
 
 
 




